Drama & Roleplay
Strategies
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10 Practical Ideas Ready to Integrate
into Your Lesson Plans.
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1. Hot Seating

Principle: Builds confidence and spontaneous speech by placing students “in character.”
How it works: One student sits in the “hot seat” as a character (e.g., a French celebrity,
historical figure, or fictional persona). Peers ask questions in the target language. The
student responds in role, improvising answers.

2. Improvised Skits

Principle: Encourages creativity, fluency, and teamwork.

How it works: Give students a scenario (e.g., “ordering food in a café” or “missing the
train”). In small groups, they create and perform short skits without scripts, using target
vocabulary and expressions.

3. Language Courtroom

Principle: Combines debate, grammar awareness, and persuasive language.

How it works: Set up a mock trial (e.g., “Should junk food be banned?”). Assign roles—
judge, lawyers, witnesses—and let students argue their case using structured target
language and evidence.

4. Character Interviews

Principle: Deepens cultural understanding and speaking skills.
How it works: Students research a famous figure or fictional character, then roleplay an
interview in pairs. Use prepared questions and encourage spontaneous follow-ups.

5. Mystery Roleplay

Principle: Sparks curiosity and deductive reasoning in the target language.

How it works: Create a mystery scenario (e.g., “Who stole the baguette?”). Assign roles with
secret information. Students question each other in the target language to solve the
mystery, practising question forms and inference.

6. Cultural Simulation

Principle: Immerses students in real-world cultural contexts.

How it works: Recreate a cultural event (e.g., a French market, Spanish fiesta, or German
Christmas fair). Students take on roles (vendors, tourists, locals) and interact using relevant
vocabulary and phrases in the target language.

7. Debate Teams

Principle: Develops argumentation, listening, and structured speaking.

How it works: Choose a topic (e.g., “Should school start later?”). Divide the class into teams.
Students prepare arguments and rebuttals in the target language, using sentence frames
and persuasive vocabulary.



8. Script Rewriting

Principle: Enhances comprehension and creative adaptation.
How it works: Provide a short dialogue or scene. In pairs or groups, students rewrite it with
a twist—changing the setting, tone, or outcome—then perform their version.

9. Sound-Focused Tongue Twister Battles

Principle: Targets pronunciation and phonemic awareness through play.

How it works: Provide tongue twisters focused on tricky sounds (e.g., French nasal vowels
or Spanish rolled Rs). Students practise in pairs, then compete in pronunciation battles
judged by clarity and fluency.

10. “Lost in Translation” Sketches
Principle: Highlights idiomatic language and translation challenges.
How it works: Students act out scenes where literal translations cause confusion (e.g.,

“avoir le cafard” misunderstood as “having the cockroach”). Use humour to explore idioms
and cultural nuance.
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