Collaborative Problem
Solving § Critical
Thinking Activities

10 Practical Ideas Ready to
Integrate into Your Lesson Plans.



1. Escape Room Language Tasks

Principle: Combines teamwork, language recall, and timed challenges.

How it works: Create a series of clues, puzzles, and tasks (e.g., decoding a message,
matching vocabulary, solving grammar riddles) that lead to a final “escape.” Students work
in teams, using target language throughout.

2. Mystery Solving in Target Language

Principle: Encourages deductive reasoning and question formation.

How it works: Present a mystery scenario (e.g., “Who stole the croissant?”). Students
receive character profiles and clues in the target language. They ask questions, infer
motives, and solve the case collaboratively.

3. Logic Puzzle Translation

Principle: Develops precision and grammar awareness.
How it works: Provide logic puzzles (e.g., grid-based clues or riddles) in the target language.
Students translate and solve them, focusing on syntax, vocabulary, and inference.

4. Grammar Maze

Principle: Reinforces grammar rules through decision-making.
How it works: Create a maze where each path depends on a grammar choice (e.g., correct
verb form or adjective agreement). Students navigate in pairs, justifying each move aloud.

5. Riddle Relay

Principle: Builds vocabulary and lateral thinking.

How it works: Prepare riddles in the target language. In teams, students race to solve them,
discussing possible answers and decoding clues. Use sound-based riddles to reinforce
phonics.

6. “Fix the Dialogue” Challenge

Principle: Enhances editing skills and conversational accuracy.

How it works: Provide a flawed dialogue (e.g., incorrect grammar, unnatural phrasing). In
pairs, students correct and rehearse it, focusing on fluency, pronunciation, and idiomatic
expressions.

7. Collaborative Code Cracking

Principle: Turns decoding into a language puzzle.

How it works: Create coded messages using phonics patterns, grammar clues, or vocabulary
substitutions. Students work in teams to crack the code and reveal a hidden sentence or
instruction.



8. Language Sudoku

Principle: Combines logic with vocabulary recall.

How it works: Adapt Sudoku grids using words instead of numbers (e.g., verb forms, phonics
families, thematic vocabulary). Students complete the grid in pairs, discussing choices and
patterns.

9. Debate & Justify

Principle: Develops structured speaking and critical thinking.

How it works: Pose a provocative question (e.g., “Should slang be taught in school?”).
Students prepare arguments in teams, then debate using sentence frames and sound-rich
vocabulary. Encourage justification and rebuttal.

10. “What’s Missing?” Text Hunt
Principle: Sharpens attention to detail and grammar awareness.
How it works: Provide a short text with deliberate omissions (e.g., missing verbs, articles,

phonics clues). In pairs, students identify and restore the missing elements, explaining their
reasoning.
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